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Prevention of and counteraction
to domestic violence on the example
of the activity of the public organisation
‘Women’s perspectives’ Centre

Abstract:

Nowadays, in Ukraine, the integral system of the prevention of domestic violence
and supporting families affected by violence is a practically absent. Active work
within the framework of prevention and correction of the results of violence s done
by social organisations. One of them is the West-Ukrainian centre “Women's per-
spectives’. Due to the activity of this organisation, a lot of analytical studies, con-
ceming this problem are conducted. With the aim of the prevention and combat-
ing violence, they conduct a lot of training programmes, educational workshops,
professional consultations, conferences, seminars, represent victims in court, and
provide them with material help.

Key words: domestic violence, prevention of violence, social organtsation "Women's
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Zapobieganie i przeciwdzialanie przemocy domowej na przykladzic dzialal-
nosci organizacji pozarzadowej Centrum ,Kobiece perspektywy”

Obectiie na Ukrainie w prakiyce nie funkcjonuje zintegrowany system zapobiega-

" Ivan Franko, National University of Lviv, Ukraine.
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organizacie spoleczne. Jedng = nich jest centrum _Zhinochi Ptl’Spckt)-wy'(
perspektywy™). Dzigki dzialalnodci tej organizacii przeprowadzono badaniy Diece
tyczne dotyczice problemow przemocy, majace na celu :apoblcg:lnle 1 eh‘mno‘,
nic jej skutkdw, poprzez prowadzenie programow treningowych, warsztandw S
kacyjnych, konsultaci specialistow, konferencii, seminaridw, reprezentowan; olias
przemocy w sadach, udzielanie wsparcia materialnego PoﬁkOdOWanym_

Stowa kluczowe: przemoc w rodzinie, zapobieganie przemocy, Ofganizacja gpo,.
leczna Zhinochi perspektywy” ( Kobiece perspektywy”), wsparcie socjalne § psy-

chologiczne

Introduction

Toleration 1o violence in the Ukrainian socje . whi ;
mostly by mental peculiarities and cultural mditions.(iys in‘agd:;mf
modern conditions due to the Crisis processes in the economic, polhhj.
and social spheres. Therefore. the purposeful activity, focused on overcom-
g and prevention of domestic violence, is becoming more and more
important, acquiring more topicality and dimensions. : =
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: 'Tanf 15 1o 20 years old -Consequently, women and children are the
‘.\25'. age dlstmcd\‘ ca[egoﬁcs which suffer from V‘O‘Cﬂ“’
! e The work concerning prevention of domestic violence in Ukraine
u-- asand is conducted by:
ar ¢ criminal polkt:
» social services for a family and youth;

+ crisis centres;

+ an American project ‘Harmony' which conducts educational
;:snlmmforworkersofsodalsphatsmdpmmof
problem;

. ‘Imernaﬁoml ‘Consohtlon hmnmiﬁes }o;nme whlch holds

5 5 : _--(_ '.'hj




IRYNA Mysicavsinn

A number of special measures for preventing domestic violence are
foreseen by the Law mentioned above. Those measures are as f""(’“'sf
a formal warning about the inadmissibility of committing domestic v:olcrt;c,
instituting and striking off the prophylactic register of family mcmi'xrsl“ 0

committed domestic violence: protective instructions; the dut.)_ to c.;m
& correctional programme’. The correctional programme is wor.kcld‘(?m for
people who have resorted 1o violence and it is a complex of socia “?‘;“5
which are directed to the formation of the experience 'of_ non-violent
behaviour and humanistic values; it is based on the responsibility for one’s
own behaviour and it results in the realisation by the person who has
turned 1o violence and his or her family members that viqlcncc is hrcakxng
human rights; a necessity to form a new model of family life on the basn;» QI
gender equality and following the rights of family members®. However, it is
worth pointing out that this direction of social<orrectional work is not well
developed in Ukraine. State correctional programmes are absent nowadays,
proper legal mechanisms of influencing an aggressor and calling him/her
10 account are not worked out.

The experience of struggle with domestic violence and its prevention
is reflected in the range of legal acts and social programmes, The realisation
of the *Programme of infringement prevention” (2001-2005) and the
“Complex programme of infringements prevention” (in the years 2007-

Ceming prevention of do-
are mostly women and children'®.
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to different people before they asked for help in a public organisation. A
the bcginning. they turned 1o close people: relatives (25%), acquaintances
and friends (26.6%), neighbours (18.8%)". Quite often, women did noy
tum 1o the police because they did not believe that that could solve the
problem. Victims do not tum to other state organs or public organisations
because they do not know that these institutions may help in dealing with
the overcoming violence®.

International research also confirms the tendency mentioned above:
4 woman generally asks for help very rarely after the first case of domestic
violence, the more so 1o state organs. On average, a woman goes through
20 cases of domestic violence before she asks for help. And when she
finally asks, the woman faces the problems of indifference, cruelty and
caddishness from the officials, she often starts to think that violence against
her is a norm, and that the attempts to protect herself will not have any
results in the future. Domestic violence will continue to exist if women and
children do not have proper support and protection'’.

Therefore, an immediate task in the area of violence prevention is
the creation of the atmosphere of non-acceptance and condemn for violent
behaviour in the society. Particularly such non-acceptance is important in
lhecaseofwotkmoflmwenfordngbodicsandomcrmovgansmdr
‘indulgent” treatment of domestic violence ascertains a woman that no one
will help her.

| Agph\.uldngh\w_accouml!nlevelofuualomagmsmd
public institutions, it may be stated and foreseen that there will be more ad
more demand for the services of non-governmental organisations. Victim
helplines, trainings and shelters of public organisations will build more
trust in victims of violence, since they, being in stress, desire confidentiality
more flexible in their forms and methods of giving help, public organi-

services.
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;;;;mon of divisional inspectors with the representatives of social

and other state and non-state organisations.

Thus, since October 2006 till December 2007, the *Women's
Mm- Centre, within the framework of the implementation of the
project entitled ‘Learning and adopting international standards of human
ohts in overcoming the problem of domestic violence in Ukraine’, holds
14 rainings for students of secondary school, technical colleges, colleges,
with the aim of teaching preventive measures and no permission for
domestic violence. During the training programmes, the youth were
scquainted with the forms of violence (psychological, physical, economic,
sexual), posttraumatic states of victims of violence, with the methods of
violence prevention in a family and with the possible ways of help for
victims of domestic violence”. At the end of the training, the students were
asked some questions to find out more about violence as a phenomenon.
The analysis of the survey showed that:

+ every fourth woman who has school-age children in Lviv .

suffers from domestic violo.-m'::;dnmh8 | i

*  #3% of children suffer from psychological violence in a family;

* every fifth child at the age of 13-18 suffer from physica
violence in a family; & F W

father trms to violence against mother three times more often
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rural locatio’nsc-c'nr::yh;;c organised explanatory and educational work in

to villages of the region and hold trainings, the
topic of which is ‘Adjusting correlganon of all nﬁalcd structures of foreseeing
and prevention of domestic violence in rural location’. The heads of the
villages, divisional instructors of the police, their public assistants and
representatives of social services - all of them take part in the trainings

Doing a systematic work in the area of acquiring knowledge about
the problems of domestic violence in the Ukrainian society, the Centre
workers paid attention 1o the peculiarities of the perception and interpretation
of violence in court practice. The research into these peculiarities was done
within the framework of the project entitled ‘Providing the principle of
gender equability and non-discrimination during commitment of justice in
Ukraine’, which was supported by the Project of the American Agency of
International development (USAID) ‘Fair justice’ in 2016. It was established
by the Centre workers that in courts in Ukraine justify their decisions
based on the stereotypes existing in the society concerning the acceptance
of and tolerance for domestic violence against women. The most typical
gender roles and stereotypes are: a woman provokes violence herself, ‘the
blame is on her’, ‘she must stand it the satisfaction of husband's sexual
desires is wife's a duty, the upbringing of children and doing household
chores are a woman's duty, for a husband it is enough to provide mainte-
nance in the minimal amount. Stereotypes in court decisions are as follows:

‘conflict’ instead of violence;

ignoring of evidence of domestic violence and explanations of
victims;

* prejudiced treatment of victims by the court and connivance
for the violator;

* decreasing the amount of moral harm done in a crime'”.

perspectives

| : of The Signd Rausing Trust. The

period of the project implementation was from February 2015 1ill

December 2018. Thanks to the support of The Sigrid Rausing Trust, the
following activities are planned to be done-

;
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legal and psychological services for women - victims suffering
from domestic violence and other forms of violence and
discrimination;
legal and psychological services for women - members of
families of the servicemen who took part in ATO, because of
the increasing number of cases of aggression and violence in
family;
consulting, groups of mutual aid, etc.
strategic judicial cases, connected with violence against women,
including women of other regions of Ukraine
school of protection of women's rights and strategic legal pro-
ceedings for lawyers and human rights activists who work in
the sphere of women's rights protection;
feministic informative platform, oriented at making on-line
services for women and women'’s rights activists better, as well
as making access related to justice and the protection of rights
better for women;
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